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Hello Lord, 
 
I begin my day with great joy. Today I pray that my family and friends 
would experience my JOY. 
 
The amazing thing about joy is that it runs so much deeper than 
happiness, which tends to be fleeting since it's always dependent on 
the comfort level of our temporal circumstances. Paul reminds us that 
it's possible to have joy always; "Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall 
say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord 
is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then 
the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus." (Phillipines  4: 4-7). 
 
The joy Paul is referring doesn't come from the temporal things of this 
earth. No, it comes from things that are eternal, that can never be 
taken away. Joy comes from being in Your presence, Lord, no matter 
our circumstances. It comes from finding confidence in Your 
unconditional love, no matter our circumstances. It comes from 
having hope in a heavenly future home that is utterly secure, no 
matter our circumstances. 
 
Lord, I pray the following for my friends to have this kind of 
unshakeable joy; "Shout joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; serve the 
LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful song. Know that the 
LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him, we are his people, the 
flock he shepherds. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with 
praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name; good indeed is the LORD, 
His mercy endures forever, his faithfulness lasts through every 
generation." (Psalm 100). 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for the unending joy that comes from 
being in Your presence now. I pray that my friends would share this 
experience of Your joy and remember Your presence all day long. I 
ask that You would draw all our hearts ever closer to Yours. Because 
after all, You are the Ultimate Giver of our joy! In the name of my 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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